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Molly Petersen, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:22 p.m. Those in attendance were Debbie 
Driver, Joan Franke, Chris Hettinger, Betty Huckins, Heidi Lindgren, Lisa Mecklenberg 
Jackson, Molly Peterson, Sherry Rust, and Jen Skartveit. 
 
A motion to approve the February 2005 minutes, with corrections, was made by Sherry and 
seconded by Joan.  The motion carried.  Joan Franke, Treasurer, reported that we have $966.38 
in our checking account and $1,990.87 in our savings account, for a total of $2,957.25. 
 
The icebreaker required attendees to talk about the most unusual item in their office.  And 
although Molly had the dreidel, Chris knew the song.  (And had quite a lovely voice, I might 
add). 
 
The speaker this month was Mike Jetty from OPI.  Mike spoke about Indian Education For All, a 
program that is about Indians, for Indians.  IEFA seeks to educate all school children on 
Montana’s Indian tribes and present information on Indians in a contemporary light, minus the 
misinformation that has been displayed in some previous textbooks and children’s books.  
According to the last U.S. census, 1% of the population nationally is Native American, but in 
Montana that figure is 6%.  Some progress is being made, Mike said.  The seven Indian tribes in 
Montana all have their own education departments and some schools on reservations are 
implementing language immersion classes so that Indian children can learn their native 
languages.   
 
Subcommittee Reports: 
Daycare – Marie Matthews will be scheduling the first meeting of this subcommittee soon.  This 
subcommittee will explore whether the state daycare (Kids In Motion) has met its goals and 
whether it meets the current daycare needs of state employees. 
 
Excellence in Leadership Awards (ELA) – Sherry reported that about 600 ELA nomination 
packets have been distributed around the state.  Nomination packets are also available on the 
ICCW Website at http://www.mdt.mt.gov/iccw/ela.shtml.  Nominations are due April 4.  Sherry will 
deadhead packets to ICCW representatives in each agency and said she would like to have at 
least one nomination from each agency.  She distributed posters for members to display in their 
agencies.  One award will be given in each of the following categories: the private sector, the 
public sector, and state government.  The ceremony will be Wednesday, May 25. 
 
Marketing –  Jen reported that Marketing is still working on an ICCW informational brochure 
to be available at ICCW sponsored and hosted events, and to be posted near the ICCW traveling 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/iccw/ela.shtml


logo board.  They’re also exploring fundraising activities such as offering water at June 4th’s 
Governor’s Cup race.  (Possible donators include Walmart, Albertson’s, Vann’s and Lehrkind’s).  
Jen reported that the subcommittee has decided against the cookbook previously discussed as a 
fundraiser as it was thought to be too time-intensive and perhaps a step backward for women.  
  
Procedures/Legislative Tracking Subcommittee –Heidi went over some of the legislation this 
subcommittee is tracking, as it affects state government employees.  One important bill that has 
passed is HB 447, which will raise wages of state employees 3.5% as of Oct. 1.  To check the 
status of other legislation ICCW is tracking, go to 
http://www.mdt.state.mt.us/iccw/legislature.shtml.  Heidi also stated that proposed changes to 
the ICCW bylaws will be presented to the full group at our April meeting with a vote taken at 
our May meeting. 
 
The Training Subcommittee – Chris reported on today’s brown bag lunch.  Helena attorney 
Daniel McLean gave a great presentation on wills and estate planning, which was attended by 
approximately 125 to 140 state employees.  In addition to the information presented, Mr. 
McLean suggested visiting MSU’s MontGuide Website 
at http://www.montana.edu/wwwpb/pubs/indexfamilyfinance.html.  The topic was so popular 
that Mr. McLean graciously consented to doing another presentation sometime in the future.  
Chris stated that in April, ICCW will offer two brown bag lunches: One on the 6th, in 
conjunction with the Wellness Program, which will be on breast cancer prevention, and one on 
the 15th in which Liz Lodman from FWP will discuss the Becoming an Outdoors Woman (BOW) 
program.  Chris will be working with Diane Arave from the state wellness program on 
coordination of future brown bag events, as well as ask Mike Jetty about doing a brown bag. 
 
DNRC Water Resources will be taking the logo board from March 17 to April 20. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  Our next meeting will be Wednesday, April 20 from 1:15 to 
3:15 p.m. at the Metcalf Building (DEQ), Room 111.  Someone from the Women’s Leadership 
Network will be our speaker. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Lisa Mecklenberg Jackson 
ICCW Secretary 
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